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REMARKS 

Claims 1-9 arc pending in the application. Claim 7 has been amended, leaving claims 
1-9 for consideration upon entry of the present Amendment. 

Applicant appreciates flic Examiner's indication of allowable subject matter with 
regard to Claim 7. Claim 7 has been rewritten in independent form. Therefore, it is believed 
that claim 7 is in condition for allowance and such allowance is respectfully requested. 

Claims 1-6, 8 and 9 stand rejected under 35 U.S-C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over I Trncir el al. ("IfmciO U.S. Patent No. 4,635,480 in view of Long ("Long") U.S. Patent 
No, 1 ,725,874. For an obviousness rejection to be proper, the Examiner must meet the 
burden of establishing that all elements of the invention are disclosed in the prior art; and that 
the prior art relied upon, coupled with knowledge generally available in the art at the time of 
the invention, must contain some suggestion or incentive that would have motivated the 
skilled artisan to modify a reference or combined references. In re Fine, 5 U.S-P.Q.2d 1596, 
1598 (Fed. Cit\ 1 988); In Re Wilson, 165 U.S.P.Q. 494, 496 (C.C.P.A. 1970), 

Claims 1 -6, 8 and 9 include the following element: <c whcrein said float body is 
constituted by an internally hollow element made of plastics whose shape is defined by a 
plurality of mutually intersecting spherical bodies." The claimed float has the advantage of 
having an optimum value of resistance to compression, obtained byway of the side-by-side 
arrangement, with mutual interference, of a plurality of spherical elements 3, 

The Fxamincr acknowledges that llrncir does not teach the clement "wherein said 
float body is constituted by an internally hollow element made of plastics whose shape is 
defined by a plurality of mutually intersecting spherical bodies" and asserts that Long teaches 
that clement. Applicant respectfully traverses. 

Long teaches a float formed of two mutually distinct spherical bodies that are 
connected by a plug and arc closed by plugs. The float of Long is not a single float body but 
a plurality of separate bodies that arc connected by plugs, As explained in Long, u a plug C is 
employed which is provided with threaded ends adapted to screw into the nipples 2 and 3 so 
as to rigidly connect the two spherical floats together, the other threaded nipples being 
adapted to be closed by plugs D." (See Column 1, lines 31-36) Thus, Long does not teach or 
suggest k 'said float body is constituted by an internally hollow element made of plastics 
whose shape is defined by a plu rality of mutually in tersecting; spherical bodies," (Emphasis 
supplied.) Thus, because llrncir and Long do not teach or suggest all of the claimed 
limitations the claims are patentable over llrncir and Long. Accordingly, Applicant 
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respectfully requests that the rejection as to claims 1-6, 8 and 9 under 35 ILS.C. § 103(a) be 
withdrawn. 

In view of the foregoing, it is respectfully submitted that the instant application is in 
condition for allowance. Accordingly, it is respectfully requested that this application be 
allowed and a Notice of Allowance issued. If the Examiner believes that a telephone 
conference with Applicant's attorneys would be advantageous to the disposition of this case, 
the Kxamiticr is cordially requested to telephone the undersigned. 

In the event that additional fees are due in connection with this application, 
Applicant's attorney hereby authorizes that such fee be charged to Deposit Account No. 06- 
1130. 

Respectfully submitted, 


CANTOR COLBURN LLP 
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